
 

                                                      An agency of United Way for Jackson and George Counties since 1999   

Frances L. Allsup 

Executive Director 
 

Brenda Lancaster 

Permanency  

Coordinator 

 

Amy Guidry 

Volunteer  

Coordinator 

 
Adrian McCullum 

Program Assistant 

 

 

Board of Directors 

 

Marilyn Montgomery 

Ken Rice 

Troy Ross 

Lucy Selman 
Shannon Vincent 

Susan Wentzell 

Karen Whitford 

Jackson County CASA, Inc. 
4903 Telephone Road 
Pascagoula, MS 39567 

 
Phone: 228-762-7370 

Fax: 228-762-7385 

 
frances_allsup@co.jackson.ms.us  

brenda_lancaster@co.jackson.ms.us 

amy_guidry@co.jackson.ms.us 

adrian_mccullum@co.jackson.ms.us 
 
www.jccasa.net 

Angels Among Us 

January 2016 Volume 3:  Issue 1  

Court Dates 2 

County Conferences  2 

In-Service 2 

Attorney General’s Tree 

Lighting Ceremony 

3 

Breakfast with Santa 4 

FYI 4 

Holiday Happening 5 

  

  

Inside this issue: 

January Birthdays 
January 1 
Rhonda Massey 
 
January 3 
Carolyn Hickman 
 
January 7 
Adam Allsup 
 
January 11 
Michelle Stringfield  

January 12 
Jan Morano 
 
January 15 
Amy Guidry 
 
January 31 
George Tillman  

Abuse Hotline 
1-800-222-8000 

As all of you know, Jackson County CASA, Inc. relies on the support of all kinds from the won-
derful businesses, organizations and everyday citizens of our community to help make the holi-
day season special for the children we serve.  Through their very generous contributions, our 
CASA children will have a very Merry Christmas.  They are truly God’s Angels! 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to express our sincere gratitude to each of the following 
supporters for their donations to our children.  There is no way that they could ever know how 
much their donation, no matter how large or small, has meant to these deserving children and 
each of us at Jackson County CASA, Inc.  We wish we could show you the beautiful smiles on the 
children’s faces as they open their gifts, but we can’t.  So just know that your kindness and gen-
erosity is deeply appreciated.   
     

OUR CHRISTMAS ANGELS 

Chevron  •  Amelia Rose Cook  •  Mary Anne DiSanti     

Eastlawn United Methodist Church, Mamie Kimbrough Circle 

Eastlawn United Methodist Church, Delorse Engel Circle   

Gautier Rotary Club • Golden Nugget  •  Ingalls/ US Coast Guard  •  Val Klish •  MAD/PIF   

Magnolia Miss & Master Pageant Association   

Mississippi Business Women of the Gulf Coast  •  Ocean Springs Police Department    

Pascagoula-Moss Point  Junior Auxiliary   •  Pascagoula POKENO Group   

The Shed   •  Tabitha Simmons / MGCCC-JC HUS Club •  Angela Young  •  Zachry 
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Court Dates  

County Conference's 
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County Conference's are held every six months to discuss and review the permanent plan of the child/children in foster care.  Your 
attendance and input is requested.  The review is NOT a court hearing, however, the testimony delivered during the conference 
will be provided to the Court to aid in making decisions about the Child’s best interest.  Please contact the CASA staff if you 
are not able to attend. 

The County Conference schedule is unavailable at this time.  We will notify you with these dates as soon as we re-
ceive the schedule.   

Your Court date is very important.  Your presence is needed at all Court hearings.  However, if you are unavailable to attend, 
please contact the CASA office and provide an update of your case.   CASA staff will present your report to the Court.  Your input 
is essential.  Your child/children are counting on you to provide their voice in Court.  Please review the schedule 
carefully.  If you have any questions contact Amy or any staff for assistance.   

In–Service Dates for Volunteers 
To maintain your CASA standing you are required to complete 12 hours of In-Service training each year.   Be sure to 
include any completed In-Service hours on your monthly reports. We would like to discuss topics that would be beneficial to you.  
Please contact the CASA staff if you have special requests.  
 
Because the last couple of months were so busy, we had to postpone our Giving Back In-Service.  We have been very fortunate.  

Many businesses, organizations and individuals have been very generous to our program; not just during the holiday season but 

throughout the year.  So this month we will pay it forward to our community with our first annual Giving Back In-Service.  This 

year our project will be a potluck luncheon honoring the residents of Singing River Services home for special needs adults, the 

Eddie DiSanti MR/DD Group Home, January 22 from 11:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  The home services 4 males and 2 females.  We are 

asking that you bring a potluck dish and a gift (toiletries, movies, hats, gloves, etc.) for one of the residents.  A flyer will be com-

ing your way within the next few weeks regarding this special project.    We hope that you will be as excited about this as we are 

and will help us show appreciation to our community.   

MOVIE NIGHT!  January 14, 6:00 p.m. we will present our first movie night for this year.  
Please join us for hot dogs, popcorn and a soda as we watch The Wolfpack, a documentary 
about The Angulo brothers who spent their childhood locked away from the world, under 
the tyrannical rule of their father, unable to leave their New York City apartment.  The 
feature film is 1 hour and 30 minutes long.  
 
We are looking forward to a great beginning to a wonderful new year!  
 
Left: The Angelo Brothers 

 
Space is limited for both of these events.  Please contact our office and sign up to 

participate. 
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 Attorney General Jim Hood hosted the 12th annual Tree Lighting Ceremony in honor and memory 
of Mississippi crime victims on December 15 at the Walter Sillers Building in Jackson.  Victims and 
survivors of violent crimes were invited to place an ornament on the tree to recognize the person-
al struggles associated with violence or in honor of a lost loved one.  We were honored to be in-
cluded in this event.   
 
Of course we planned to take an ornament, but it had to be special.  We contacted CASA volun-
teer Karen Blakeney, explained our need and requested her help. She happily accepted the chal-
lenge.    
 
For those of you who do not know Karen, she is an amazing artist and always graciously accom-
modates our, often strange, requests.  As always, she went above and beyond to create a beauti-
ful ornament that represented our CASA volunteers, children and mission.  Karen, her husband 
Gary, granddaughter Julie and Pam and John Waddell joined us at the ceremony where Julie had 
the honor of placing our ornament on the tree.   
 
As you can see in the picture above, our ornament was very unique.  Karen’s creation was magnificent and exemplified our pro-
gram with intricate details.  Following, you will find Karen’s comments regarding the significance of her design.    
 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if the world we lived in was cloud castles and gum drop trees.  Where a child had nothing to worry about 

but what to play next.  Sadly its not, and for some children it’s a world filled with horror that we can’t understand.  At CASA the vol-

unteers are, hopefully, the strength and ears for these children. 

 

When making this ornament I chose the Oak leaves to represent the volunteers.  The strength of the oak tree signifies the warmth that 

the volunteers surround the children with as they advocate for them. 

 

The pictures represent the children that are in the foster care system.  They, like other children, are not perfect; and like other chil-

dren the thing they want most is to be loved.   

 

The ornament is made with recycled copper and paper canvas that I made from recycled paper.  Then it is water colored and  then 

sprayed with a protective sealant. 

 

The paintings are not preconceived; its as though each has its owl little voice.  Each has its own story and each tells me what it looks 

like, guiding me through the process.  Much like CASA. 

 

This is my first in a series and there will be more to come.  Each one will be a one of a kind. 

 

Karen Blakeney 

 

 

 

 

Above: Karen and Julie with Governor 

Phil Bryant 

Above: Attorney General’s 12th Annu-

al Christmas tree honoring victims and 

survivors of violent crimes. 

Below: Our trip to Jackson provided 

us with the opportunity to visit with 

longtime Friend of CASA Patrice 

Clark; pictured with Adrian McCullum 

Above: Julie with Attorney 

General Jim Hood 

Right: Adrian, Frances, AG Jim 

Hood, Brenda, Karen and Julie 
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This year the employees of the Golden Nugget sponsored more than forty of our children for Christmas.  Their generosity was 
overwhelming.  Not only did they provided gifts for them, they also hosted a Breakfast with Santa.  
 
The CASA volunteers for each of the children, their social worker and foster parents were invited to the breakfast which was held 
in the Grand Ballroom at the Golden Nugget, December 21 from 7:30 a.m.—9:00 a.m.  Even Judge Sigalas and GAL Denise Lee 
were there to share in all of the fun.   
 
The ballroom was beautifully decorated and filled with the Christmas spirit.  When the children and guests arrived they were 
greeted by the Golden Nugget staff and offered a delicious assortment of foods as well as many activities to enjoy.  Children 
were able to play in three different bouncy houses and take pictures with family and friends at the photo booth.  Movies were 
playing on the big screens, the staff were doing crafts with the children while children were rushing from one activity to another; 
it was, indeed, Christmas at the Golden Nugget. 
 
A special guest, SANTA CLAUS, was on hand to talk to the children and present them with a special gift to open at the party.  
Santa also provided the foster parents with the children’s Christmas presents to take home and put under their tree for Christ-
mas morning.   
 
The Golden Nugget and CASA staff were busy little elves delivering packages to the cars for the parents and volunteers.  It was 
an amazing sight to behold, watching the gifts roll away for these deserving children.  If we could only be there on Christmas 
morning.  How great would that be?  
 
Thank you Golden Nugget! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Breakfast with Santa 

FYI 
December 7 the CASA staff attended the Ribbon Cutting ceremony for CASA of Harrison County’s newly renovated office.  The 
entire staff was on hand as Executive Director Roy Kitchell and their Board of Directors celebrated this special occasion.  Con-
gratulations!  

 
On Monday, December 14 Frances, Brenda and Adrian met with 
Ingrid Cloy, Young Mississippi Director for the Jim Casey Founda-
tion, in Jackson to make plans for the upcoming meeting and 
training for the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative Partner-
ship Board set for early 2016.  This board is a joint effort by JC 
CASA and the Jim Casey Foundation to establish a network of 
businessmen that could provide assistance to older youths in 
custody.  While were out of the office for two days, Jimmy Allsup 
and Con Lancaster, CASA Volunteers & spouses of Frances & 
Brenda, opened the office and assisted with delivery and pick up 
of gifts for our children.  They were “ON THE JOB” per Amy who 
was unable to attend the meeting in Jackson due to Court obliga-
tions.  Thank you Con and Jimmy for a job well done!  You 
helped us more than you know. 

  

 Jimmy Allsup Con Lancaster  
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HOLIDAY HAPPENING 
It seems like Christmas comes more quickly every year. The staff began planning for the holiday season in October.  It seems so 
early but, trust me, it’s not!  In order for us to get things to our children in time for Christmas, we have to begin early.  This year 
we were blessed to have several organizations, individuals and businesses provide for our children.  They were definitely angels.  
(see page 1, Angels Among Us, for more information).  
 
December 17 from 1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. the CASA staff hosted our Holiday Happening, the Christmas party for the volunteers 
and staff to have a chance to spend some time together and share some holiday treats.  It was also the day that the volunteers 
picked up the Christmas gifts for their children.  When they arrived they found the CASA office overflowing with gifts.  It was a 
sight to behold!   
 
As always, it was great to spend time with our CASA family and have the opportunity to simply visit.  Much fun and laughter was 
shared by all.  We want to thank each and every one of you for helping to make the deliveries of the gifts to our precious chil-
dren.  Without your help, we would not have been able to make it happen.   
 

 
 
 
 

The CASA office will be closed 

beginning December 22 and will 

reopen on Monday, January 4.  

 

You can contact any staff by 

email. 


